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Art Requirements for your Promotional Products

If you are ordering promotional products from Caribbean Creations they will most likely include a one color or “spot” imprint. 
This type of imprint would require Vector Art. If you are looking for the files on your computer they would most likely have an .EPS
or .AI extension, i.e:                                    It is also possible for our art department to glean vector art from a PDF if the document
was originally created using VECTOR graphics and not an embedded picture. 

If your company has a multicolor logo with fades and shadows, you will  want to choose from our many promotionals that offer
Four-Color Process printing. Some examples are:  Mouse Pads, Koozies, Tote Bags, Post-It Notes, Cups/Mugs & Pens. 
Four-Color is usually available for most spot color items for a small up-charge.

Business Cards, Rack Cards, Postcards and Flyers are good recruits for Four-Color Process. For these products a high Resolution
Image (at least 300 DPI) will work.  Do not submit JPG’s for production art.

The key to quality output starts with quality artwork!
Save time and money by supplying our art department with the right file format. 

Format: .tif, .tiff, .psd or .eps (please do not send .jpg, .jpeg, .pict, .gif, et cetera.) 
Output Resolution: 300 dpi 
Linked/Imported/Placed Artwork: Include all original artwork as separate elements 
Colors: 
Please make sure that you specify your job colors exactly how you'd like to see them printed. If using spot colors, please specify
       swatch values whenever possible. Examples include: 
                                                                                               Solid: Pantone 347 C: R: 0 G: 155 B: 72 
                                                                                               Process: Pantone 347 PC: C:96 M:0 Y:88 K:1 

Scanning: 
When scanning artwork for your printed project, we recommend using the following settings: 
nPhotos: 300 dpi or Higher 
nLine Art: 1200 dpi or Higher 
Fonts: 
Font problems are common due to a large variety of manufacturers and version compatibility. Please include all printer and screen
fonts used in your document to ensure that your job prints exactly to your specifications. 
Note: Convert to outlines wherever possible. To convert your fonts, use the following steps: 

A high quality copy of your artwork or logo in an electronic file format is the preferred way of submitting electronic artwork.
Electronic artwork is divided into two distinct types, vectored art and bitmaps. Vector artwork is compsed of lines that have been created in an illustration program such as Coreldraw, Illustrator or Freehand. Bitmap artwork is composed of pixels that have been created in a desktop publishing program, photo editing program or through the scanning process. Vector art is preferred because it can be easily manipulated and sized without any loss of quality. Bitmap artwork can not be easily manipulated and will result in a significant loss of quality when it is resized. Many imprinting processes will require that bitmap artwork is converted to vector artwork prior to production. This is a time consuming and labor intensive process. In some cases, your printer or design agency will have a copy of your logo in a vector or bitmap format. You can forward this document to your printer or design firm to instruct them how to submit artwork. The artwork can be saved on a Mac or Windows computer, provided it is saved in EPS, BMP, TIFF or WMF format. Electronic source artwork can be submitted by attaching the file to an e-mail to info@Cudos2u.com.

Guidelines For Submitting Source Artwork
The source artwork that you submit will be used to create the imprint on the product that you have ordered.
Quality source artwork is essential for producing an accurate reproduction of your logo. Poor quality source
artwork may result in production delays or increased cost for cleaning up the artwork. The following set of
guidelines will assist you in gathering quality source artwork.

There are 2 basic types images used in the computer world. All file types fall into one of these two categories, Raster or Vector.
Raster is an image that is created by using dots of color to create the desired image.
If the image is created very large and the image is reduced for printing or viewing, the
image appears more sharp to the eye. If it is created small and it is enlarged for printing
or viewing, the image appears dull, washed out and pixilated. 

Digital cameras take raster images, i.e. JPG, RAW, TIFF. Digital Photos are raster images.
The larger the file, the more information it holds which allows you to enlarge your image
without as much degeneration.

Vector is an image that uses mathematical information about shapes and lines to create
the desired image. A line can be enlarged and it is still a line, with clean, sharp edges.
FONTS (typed text) are usually in vector format. It is this format that we
recommend and prefer for all text as well as logos and graphics, if possible. 

 
Vector Artwork: Artwork that stores mathematical information about shapes and lines is called vectors. They can be scaled easily
       without producing the "stair-step" edges you will see in pixel-based (raster) images. They adapt to the resolution of any output
       device and are considered to be resolution independent.
Raster Artwork: Artwork and images that are defined by a checkerboard pattern, similar to viewing mosaic tiles. Raster images are
       limited by the number of pixels and cannot be enlarged without producing noticeably jagged, stair-stepped edges. They are
       produced by digital cameras, scanners, and can also be created by programs like Adobe PhotoShop.
Spot Color: Solid, generally flat fields of color. Used for silk screening where a printer can lay down several solid areas of color to
       produce multi-colored artwork; also used to identify additional colors in a four-color process file or print job.
Color Space: Refers to the use of color in an imprint or graphic file. Defined for our purposes as spot color, no color, RGB or CMYK.
RGB: Colors defined as a combination of three colors red, green and blue to produce millions of other colors.
CMYK: Colors defined using a combination of four colors cyan, magenta, yellow and black to produce millions of other colors;
       often refered to as four-color process.
Resolution: The measurement of quality (pixel per inch in file or dots per inch in output). Low-resolution images may be as low as
       72 dpi (or less). High-resolution images may be as high as 600 dpi (or more).

The best of both Worlds - Combing Raster and Vector   It is not uncommon for the Author to create a final image by combining
multiple raster and vector files together to create the best possible final image for their client. Imagine a beautiful scenic background
with crisp, easy-to-read content on a 16' tall by 40' wide banner! The impression it makes doesn't get any better! 

 
A Font is another name for Typeface. Fonts are contained in a font folder in your compute
and are used in all of your computer programs where typing is one of the functions.
You'll notice a wide variety, each exhibiting their own unique style. Choosing the right font
helps convey the "feeling" of your message. Please convert all fonts to shapes or outlines. 
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